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in response to guidance by Governor Northam. : i 

Waterside District is closed until further notice. f 


The safety and well-being of our guests and team 
members remains our highest priority. We will 
continue ta monitor the situation and comply 

with government and regulatory agencies, — 
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state, some 
day cares 
remain open 


Operators worried 
but say parents 
still ‘rely on us’ 


By RYAN MURPHY 
Staff writer 


On Friday, when Gov. Ralph 
Northam announced all K-12 
schools in Virginia would be 
closed for at least two weeks due 
to the coronavirus outbreak, 
many parents’ first thought was, 
“What about the day cares?” 

Questions popped up on social 
media, and several folks reached 
out to The Virginian-Pilot to ask 
about whether day cares would — 
or should — continue operating as 
schools closed and much of the 
nation prepared to hunker down 
for an extended self-quarantine. 

Operators and advocates say 
there hasn’t been much guidance 
from state and local health 


See OPEN/Page 13 


MOST OF OBX 
CLOSES TO VISITORS 


Police officers start stopping 
traffic at the east end of Wright 
Memorial Bridge as Dare County 
shuts down its border to tourists 
in response to outbreak. 
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Norfolk animal 
shelter finds home 
for all of its pets 
Page 3 


Six-time Super Bowl 
champ Tom Brady 
says goodbye to the 
Patriots 
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Virginia Beach Girl Scouts Piper Farrell, left, Sylvie Farrell and Julia Farrell started an “online cookie 
booth” where they donate cookies to local hospital workers who need a little joy. 


VIRTUAL BOOTH. 
REAL COOKIES, 


Three Virginia Beach sisters — all Girl Scouts — 
donate boxes of signature treats to local hospitals 


By KATHERINE HAFNER 
Staff writer 


VIRGINIA BEACH — It was 
nearing the end of cookie sea- 
son, and the three Girl Scouts of 
the Farrell household were 
gearing up for a couple more 
weekends of booth sales. 

They usually set up outside a 


Kroger or Walmart, lugging 
hundreds of boxes of Tag- 
alongs, Thin Mints, Samoas and 
other sugary favorites. As late as 
Thursday, Kacey Farrell, a co- 
leader of two of her daughters’ 
troops, was planning to go out 
this past weekend. 

But then Gov. Ralph 
Northam declared a state of 


emergency and ordered all 
schools closed amid concerns 
about the new coronavirus, and 
she reevaluated. 

“We didn’t feel right putting 
our girls out there,’ Farrell said. 
“Tt became clear it wasn’t a good 
idea to have them in front of 


See COOKIES/Page 13 


Jails are taking steps to keep 
the virus from getting inside 


Facilities try to 
limit number of 
people coming 
in while getting 
as many out 

as possible 


Find the right 


home first, 


with 


listings you can 


trust. 


REIN.com 
makes it EASY. 


By Gary A. HARKI 
AND SCOTT DAUGHERTY 
Staff writers 


Local jails are trying to stop 
the coronavirus from infecting 
their populations, but are pre- 
paring for the worst. 

That means releasing nonvio- 
lent offenders whose sentences 
are almost up and aslew of other 
measures designed to limit the 


movement and intake of in- 
mates. 

“Now more than ever we have 
to decide who are we afraid of 
and who are we madat,’ Virginia 
Beach Sheriff Ken Stolle said. 
“The ones that don’t represent a 
threat, we need to find an alter- 
native means of incarceration 
for them.” 


See JAILS/Page 13 


Mi) A sign is posted on 
a door Tuesday at 

Waterside District in 

| downtown Norfolk. 
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GOVERNOR SAYS 
BUSINESSES MUST 
LIMIT CROWDS TO 
10 OR SHUT DOWN 


By MARIE ALBIGES 
Staff writer 


RICHMOND — Restaurants, movie 
theaters, gyms and other businesses 
must either limit crowds to10 people at 
a time or close altogether during the 
coronavirus outbreak, Gov. Ralph 
Northam said Tuesday. He said restau- 
rants will be allowed to continue carry- 
out service. 

The news came as the number of 
confirmed cases in the state rose to 67, 
two of whom have died. 

There was increasing concern about 
the virus spreading locally. Virginia 
Department of Health spokesman 
Larry Hill said two of the three new 
cases announced Tuesday in the Penin- 
sula Health District seem to have re- 
sulted from “community spread,” 
meaning it was unclear how or where 
the patients became infected. 

At a press conference in Richmond, 
Northam said he preferred carrots to 
sticks and hoped enforcement on the 
10-person limit on gatherings would 
not become necessary. But he said he 
was working with Attorney General 
Mark Herring on what enforcement 
could look like. 

“Hopefully, we won’t get to the point 
where we have to do a lot of enforce- 
ment. We will have that in place if 
needed,” the Democratic governor 
said. 

At 6 p.m., Northam’s office sent the 
order Northam and the health com- 
missioner issued that says restaurants 
could get their food permits immedi- 
ately revoked, and local and state police 
have the authority to charge people 


See NORTHAM /Page 12 


Cooler with 
partial sunshine 


High: 58 
Low: 49 
Details on the back page of Sports 
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REIN.com empowers buyers in a 
way no other home search site can 
match. Local listings direct from 
local agents, Fast and First before 


any other sites. 


Real Estate Information Network Inc. 


